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O =8 :Philosophical Approaches to Chan Cases (%)

O =% This course is an introduction to the philosophical study of early Chinese (Tang and
Song) Chan texts in general, and Chan cases (gong’an %) in particular. The Chinese Chan
tradition is often depicted as resisting or adverse to philosophical analysis. Indeed, it has been
portrayed as a "mystical" tradition, the very goal of which is the disruption or cessation of
discursive thought. We will see that such a reading is inordinately influenced by later
developments in Japan and modernist (20th century) readings. Moreover, the "mystical”
approach to Chan sometimes misconstrues the philosophical role of paradox in Buddhist
analysis. We will see that, contrary to this popular view, early Chan writers did engage, in a
conceptually sophisticated fashion, long-standing philosophical controversies in the
Mahayana tradition—controversies over the nature of causation, conceptual signification,
mereological reduction, transmission, self-transformation, awakening, and so on.

We will begin with a look at key pre-Chan materials (both Buddhist and non-Buddhist)
to establish the philosophical and dialectical context in which Chan arose. We will then
move on to Dunhuang materials associated with Northern Chan, including selections from
the Lengqie shizi ji #EMMEAEE, Wuxin lun D iR, and Jueguan lun ##E:8. Finally, we will
spend time analyzing a number of cases (gong'an AZ) from the Chanzong wumen guan

TSR PR, an influential Song Dynasty collection by Wumen Huikai £ P9 Z B
(1183-1260).

XEEIT, EEBTITLET,
O # M: Fpk29F 5B16H (M) ~FEm29F 7HA11H ()
O £ 15 XRE2BKEBZZE(FTE)
O HgEH: &
O BHLAH -BRELEHEE:
FAX, £1z[X E-mail T, Ffr. KA. EEES. TEHEL. FESNSZHEH. BFREZELEADIA.
E294F 58128 () ETICTTRIBICEBRLAALEELY,
T112-0003 RREAXEXEH 2-8-9 ERLZBEXRFRAFERR HIF-FER
TEEL:03-5981-5271 FAX: 03-5981-5283 E-mail: student@icabs.ac.jp
MEBICHYRE, FHIYEWNLET,
XEEFEE, 215X, BEICKYERIZEDZIEAHYET,



P2 94 (201 748) & RBAAEE ORT O TAAZOCHRGE) IRl
P2 9fE5 A1 6H (k) ~PR29F7H11RH (K]

% B %7 Robert Sharf( # U 7 4 /v =7 K% #i%)

5 A May
H A K 7K 4 +
1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
D3 KRB
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
@3 KR HE
@4 KRB
28 29 30 31
@3 KRB
®4 B R
6 A June
H A K 7K N 4 +
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
®3 KRB
@4 BRE
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
®3 KR
@4 BREE
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
03 KRB
4 #EHE
25 26 27 28 29 30
@3 KRB
B4 BHER
7 A July
H A K 7K N 4 +
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
3 R H
®4 KRB

C OBREEIL, BECKY EFETELEAHY T, EIBRIABZE R 2R 22




