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FEEMZA : This series of seminars will outline in the first four the history of Saivism in its
principal forms and then, from this basis, will present in the remaining eleven detailed
evidence of how Saiva beliefs and practices exerted an ever increasing influence on
Buddhism through the emergence of ever more radical forms of Buddhist Tantric
practice. The seminars will include the reading of passages from primary sources in
Sanskrit. Handouts that will contain these passages will be provided in advance of
each seminar. The last six seminars will be devoted to a close reading of passages of
the Yoginitantra Herukabhidhana, also known as the Cakrasamvara or
Laghv-abhidhana, which exhibits the zenith of this influence, showing direct
dependence on Saiva sources. We will read the Saiva source, the Buddhist parallel,
and some of the efforts of Buddhist commentators to naturalize this material.

O =5 : 1. Introduction to Saivism. After a brief review of the earliest evidence of Saivism this
seminar will provide an overview of the evolution and interrelations of its main
traditions (Atimarga I-I1II, the Saiddhantika and non-Saiddhantika Mantramarga, and
the Amnayas of the Kulamarga) both with each other and with the brahmanical
mainstream.

2. Atimarga I: the Pancarthika Pasupatas.

3. Atimarga II: the Lakulas/Kalamukhas; and Atimarga III: the Kapalikas.

4. The Saiddhantika Mantramarga, the Non-Saiddhantika Mantra-marga, and the Kulamarga.

5. The Saiva Vamasrotas and Buddhist reflexes: Marijusrimiilakalpa, Nayasitra.

6. The Caryatantra Mahavairocanabhisambodhi and the Yogatantra Sarvatathagatatattvasamgraha.

7. The Guhyasamaja and the Guhyasiddhi of Padmavajra.

8. The proto-Yoginitantra Sarvabuddhasamdayogadakinijalasamvara.

9. The Sakta-Saiva models of the Buddhist Yoginitantras.

10-15. A reading of the chapters on initiation in the Buddhist Yogini-tantra
Herukabhidhana, its Saiva parallel in the Yoginisamcara-prakarana of the
Jayadrathayamala, and selections from the commentaries on the Herukabhidhana
surviving in Sanskrit.
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