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This paper sketches the history of the Buddhist nikayas active in the Andhra region during the
first millennium CE. Drawing on the region’s rich epigraphic corpus, an up-to-date inventory
of which has recently been published (Griffiths & Tournier 2025), I trace the origins and spread
of the regional Buddhist lineages that the Kathavatthu-atthakatha refers to collectively as the
Andhakas. Inscriptions and visual evidence, together with quotations from and allusions to
their scriptures in Madhyamaka sastras, further allow us to follow the evolution of their
soteriological outlook and to assess how the spread of Mahayana sitras impacted the formation
of their canon.



