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$E&REH : The Profound Dependent-Arising

EEMNZA: The concept of “dependent-arising” (Pali paticcasamuppada; Skt. pratityasamutpada; Tib.
rten cing ’brel bar ’byung ba) occurs in early canonical Buddhist works primarily in
connection with a 12-linked, less often a 10-linked, stereotypical formula that was
understood as an analysis of rebirth and its causes. Later developments, specifically in the
Abhidharma schools, broadened the scope of dependent-arising to include the external
world: it was explained that all things depend on causes and conditions inasmuch as they
come into being in reliance on these. Madhyamaka scholars utilized the earlier expositions
on dependent-arising when speaking about the everyday level of reality (samvrtisatya), but
in discourses on ultimate reality (paramarthasatya), they set forth a radical reinterpretation
of the law of dependent-arising, one which in the end denied the true reality of the things

accepted on the everyday level. The course will primarily focus on Nagarjuna’s and
Candrakirti’s views on the topic.

AEATE
. Introduction
. Continuation of Introduction; Dependent-arising in the Pali Canon
. Dependent-arising in Conservative Buddhism
. Reading MMK 4 (karikas only)
. Reading MMK 4 (karikas only)
. Reading MMK 5 (karikas only)
. Introduction to MABh, Reading MABh
. Reading MABh
9. Reading MABh
10. Reading MABh
11. Reading MABh
12. Reading MABh
13. Reading MABh
14. Reading MABh
15. Reading MABh and Concluding Remarks
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